FRENCH PRESTIGE

accomplished its object. Chunda Sahib was appointed
governor, and Sufdar Ali returned to Areot. Chunda
Sahib, who was destined to undergo such strange
vicissitudes of fortune during the struggle between^
the English and French, was not only possessed of
great military ability, but skilled in those intrigues
which are the life and soul of oriental politics. He
was a warm admirer of M. Dumas and the French, and
at an early period offered to assist them in extending
'the territory under their rule. At Tiichinopoly he soon
began to .affect independence, without openly throwing
off his allegiance to the JSTawab, and, in 1739, he con-
quered Carical for the French.
In 1740 the Mahrattas overran the Carnatic. Dost
Ali was slain in battle, and his son, who now became
Nawab, was only too glad to purchase peace at the
cost of a year's revenue, and a secret agreement
under which the wild marauders were empowered to
attack Ohunda Sahib, and take possession of Trichi-
nopoly. Towards the end of the year the compact
was carried out. The Mahrattas reappeared ; Tiichi-
nopoly was captured after a gallant defence, and Chunda
Sahib was carried captive to Satara. The Mahrattas
next swept down upon Pondicherry, and demanded
the surrender of Ohunda Sahib's wife and family, who
had been sent for protection to the French settle-
ment. M. Dumas refused, and an attempt to capture
the fort completely failed. The bold refusal of the
French governor to surrender his guests, and his
successful defence of Pondicherry, created a profound
impression. The Padishah gave him the rank and title
of Nawab3 with the command of horse; and from Cape